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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On Page 1 1 , Figure 24 should instead be Fig 2A. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter as follows. Claim 19 defines a computer 
program embodying functional descriptive material. However, the claim does not define 
a computer-readable medium or memory and is thus non-statutory for that reason (i.e., 
"When functional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable medium 
it becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and will be statutory 
in most cases since use of technology permits the function of the descriptive material to 
be realized" - Guidelines Annex IV). That is the scope of the presently claimed 
computer program can range from paper on which the program is written, to a program 
simply contemplated and memorized by a person. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3. 11-12, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated bv Heiman fUS Pub No.: 2002/00851 11 AD. 

In regard to Claim 1, Heiman teaches of a camera apparatus capable of 
displaying a character (See Figure 3c), comprising: 

a photographing unit for photographing a subject for photography (Digital 
camera used for photography, Paragraph 0033); 

an image storage unit for storing thereinto an image photographed by said 
photographing unit (The camera has memory for storing the image photographed, 
Paragraph 0033); 

a message storage unit for storing thereinto a plurality of messages having the 
same meanings, which are expressed in a first language and a second language 
different from said first language (The system has a message storage unit (memory 
device 16) that stores a plurality of messages (words) that have the same meanings. 
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One word is in a first language and the second word is a translation of the first word in a 
different/second language, Paragraphs 0036, 0041 and Figure 3c); 

a language setting unit for setting the first language and the second language in 
response to a request made by a user (A choice of foreign languages are displayed on 
the display screen 14 of the camera. The user can acquire (request) a translation 
(second language) of the preferred first language word, Paragraph 0041); 

a message reading unit for reading both the message of said first language and 
the message of said second language which corresponds to said first language 
message and has been set by said language setting unit from said message storage 
unit (The user can read the message of the first language (not translated word) and the 
message of the second language (translated word which corresponds to the un- 
translated word) on the display screen 14 of the camera, Paragraph 0041 and Figure 
3c); 

a message output unit for outputting said second language message read by 
said message reading unit in combination with said first language message 
corresponding thereto (The display 14 functions as a message output unit. It outputs 
(displays) the second language message (translated message) in combination with the 
first language message, See Figure 3c); 

In regard to Claim 3, the reference teaches of a camera apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1 wherein: 

said camera apparatus is further comprised of: 
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a positional information acquiring unit for acquiring positional information 
indicative of a present position of the own camera apparatus (The camera has a GPS 
device that acquires positional information of the camera, Paragraph 0039); 

said language setting unit sets said second language based upon the positional 
information acquired by said positional information acquiring unit (T ourist information 
(information on the location of the camera) is provided to the camera, Paragraph 0039. 
Based on this positional information, the user might want to know the translation of a 
word that is used in that region. Therefore, a translation to a preferred word can be set 
in accordance to the positional information, Paragraphs 0034,0039 and 0041). 

In regard to Claim 11, Heiman teaches of a message outputting method used in 
a camera apparatus, comprising: 

a second language setting step for setting a sort of a second language in 
response to a request of a user (A choice of foreign languages are displayed on the 
display screen 14 of the camera. The user can acquire (request) a translation (second 
language) of the preferred first language word, Paragraph 0041); 

a selecting step for selecting a message written in a first language (The user can 
select the message to be translated (first language message) from a touch screen, 
Paragraph 0041); 

an extracting step for extracting both a preset message written in the first 
language and the message written in the second language, which has been set in said 
second language setting step, from a plurality of messages which have the same 
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meanings and are expressed by different languages (The system has a message 
storage unit (memory device 16) that stores a plurality of messages (words) that have 
the same meanings. One word is in a first language and the second word is a 
translation of the first word in a different/second language. The words can be extracted 
using the touch screen 32, Paragraphs 0036, 0041 and Figure 3c); and 

an outputting step for outputting both said first language message and said 
second language message (The display 14 functions as a message output unit It 
outputs (displays) the second language message (translated message) in combination 
with the first language message, See Figure 3c). 

In regard to Claim 12, the reference teaches of a message outputting method as 
claimed in claim 1 1 wherein: 

said outputting step corresponds to a display step for displaying said message in 
a character form (See Figure 3c (The message/word flower is shown representing a 
flower)). 

Regarding Claim 19, Heiman teaches of a program executed by a control unit 
employed in a camera apparatus for storing thereinto a plurality of messages which own 
the same meanings and are expressed by both a first language and a second language 
different from said first language wherein: 

said program is comprised of: 

a processing operation for setting the second language in response to a request 
of a user (A choice of foreign languages are displayed on the display screen 14 of the 
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camera. The user can acquire (request) a translation (second language) of the preferred 
first language word, Paragraph 0041); 

a processing operation for selecting a message written in the first language (The 
user can select the message to be translated (first language message) from a touch 
screen, Paragraph 0041); 

a processing operation for extracting both a preset message written in the first 
language and the message written in the second language, which has been set in said 
second language setting process operation, from a plurality of messages which have 
the same meanings and are expressed by different languages (The system has a 
message storage unit (memory device 16) that stores a plurality of messages (words) 
that have the same meanings. One word is in a first language and the second word is a 
translation of the first word in a different/second language. The words can be extracted 
using the touch screen 32, Paragraphs 0036, 0041 and Figure 3c); and 

a processing operation for outputting both said first language message and said 
second language message (The display 14 functions as a message output unit It 
outputs (displays) the second language message (translated message) in combination 
with the first language message, See Figure 3c). 

With regard to Claim 20, Heiman teaches of a portable electronic apparatus 
capable of displaying a multilingual expression (The Digital Camera 10 is portable as 
shown in Figures 1 to 3a of Heiman), comprising: 

a storage unit for storing thereinto a plurality of operation (translation) information 
as to said portable electronic apparatus, which have the same meanings expressed by 
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both a first language and a second language different from said first language (The 
system has a message storage unit (memory device 16) that stores a plurality of 
messages (words) that have the same meanings. One word is in a first language and 
the second word is a translation of the first word in a different/second language, 
Paragraphs 0036, 0041 and Figure 3c); 

a setting unit for setting both the first language and the second language in 
response to a request of a user (A choice of foreign languages are displayed on the 
display screen 14 of the camera. The user can acquire (request) a translation (second 
language) of the preferred first language word, Paragraph 0041); 

a key inputting unit for designating desirable operation(translation) information 
(Touch screen 32 acts as a key for selecting a word that needs translated, Paragraph 
0041) ; 

a reading unit for reading both operation information written in said first language 
and operation information written in said second language, which has been set by said 
setting unit and corresponds to said first language operation information, from said 
storage unit (The user can read the message of the first language (not translated word) 
and the message of the second language (translated word which corresponds to the un- 
translated word) on the display screen 14 of the camera, Paragraph 0041 and Figure 
3c); and 

a display unit for displaying thereon said second language operation information 
read out from the storage unit by said reading unit in combination with said first 
language operation information corresponding thereto at the same time (The display 14 
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functions as a message output unit. It outputs (displays) the second language message 
(translated message) in combination with the first language message, See Figure 3c). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-9 and 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Heiman (US Pub No.: 2002/00851 11 A1) as applied to claims 1 
and 11 above, and further in view of Ikeida (US Pub No.: 2002/01 05582A1). 

With regard to Claims 4 and 13, Heiman teaches of a camera apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1 and a message out putting method as claimed in claim 11 wherein: 

said message output unit corresponds to a display unit for displaying thereon 
said message in a character representing manner (See Figure 3c (The message/word 
flower represents a flower)); and 

said display unit displays both said first language message and said second 
language message corresponding thereto, which has been set by said language setting 
unit, on the same display screen at the same time (Figure 3c). 
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However, Heiman does not teach of a voice output unit for outputting said 
message in a voice reproducing manner. Ikeida teach outputting a message (operation 
instruction) of multiple languages through sound (voice reproducing manner), 
Paragraph 0072 and 0076 of Ikeida. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate into Heiman the outputting of a 
message through sound because this way the operator of the camera can understand 
the function of the camera efficiently and quickly, Paragraph 0079 of Ikeida. 

In regard to Claim 5, Heiman teaches of a camera apparatus as claimed in claim 
1 wherein: 

Heiman teaches of outputting the first language message and the second 
language message corresponding to it on a display 14 (See Figure 3c). 

However, Heiman does not teach that the said message output unit corresponds 
to a voice output unit for outputting said message in a voice reproducing manner, and 
outputs both said first language message and said second language message 
corresponding thereto, which has been set by said language setting unit, in a 
continuous manner. Ikeida teach outputting a message (operation instruction) of 
multiple languages through sound, Paragraph 0072 and 0076 of Ikeida. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
into Heiman the outputting of both the first and the second message through sound 
because this way the operator of the camera can understand the function of the camera 
efficiently and quickly, Paragraph 0079 of Ikeida. It would have been obvious to output 
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the first language message and second language continuously, because it would make 
it clear to the user that the second (translated) word corresponds to the first word. 

With regard to Claims 6 and 14, Heiman does not specifically teach that the said 
message from the camera apparatus as claimed in claim 1 and the message outputting 
method as claimed in claim 1 1 are related to an operation of the camera apparatus. 
Ikeida teaches of outputting instructions (messages) in various languages for operating 
the camera in Paragraph 0076. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to incorporate into the digital camera of Heiman a 
word/message that represented an operation instruction of the camera in a different 
language than the one present, because this enabled the operator to understand the 
function of the camera efficiently and quickly without relying on the operation manual. 
This also would cut down on the cost of manufacturing a complicated operation manual, 
Paragraph 0079 and 0080 of Ikeida. 
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In regard to Claims 7 and 15, Heiman and Ikeida disclose a camera apparatus 
as claimed in claim 6 and a message outputting method as claimed in claim 14 
wherein: 

a content of said message corresponds to a request for photographing operation 
(Ikeida discusses eliminating operation manuals since the operation instructions on the 
camera will be sufficient. Therefore, although not specifically mentioned, it would have 
been obvious to include operations for photographing, Paragraphs 0076, 0079-0080). 

With regard to Claims 8 and 16, Heiman and Ikeida disclose a camera 
apparatus as claimed in claim 6 and message outputting method as claimed in claim 14 
wherein: 

the content of said message corresponds to a photographing method of said 
camera apparatus (Ikeida discusses eliminating operation manuals since the operation 
instructions on the camera will be sufficient. Therefore, although not specifically 
mentioned, it would have been obvious to include operation instructions for a 
photographing method, Paragraphs 0076, 0079-0080). 

Regarding Claims 9 and 17, Heiman and Ikeida disclose a camera apparatus as 
claimed in claim 6 and a message outputting method as claimed in claim 14 wherein: 

the content of said message (operation instruction) corresponds to an operation 
manual of said camera apparatus (Paragraphs 0079 and 0080 of Ikeida). 
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Claims 10 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Heiman (US Pub No.: 2002/00851 11 AD as applied to claims 1 and 11 above, 
and further in view of Ward et ai. (US Patent No.: 6784924B2). 

In regard to Claims 10 and 18, Heiman teaches of a camera apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1 and a message outputting method as claimed in claim 1 1 that output 
a message on a display as shown in Figure 3c of Heiman. However, Heiman does not 
teach that the content of the message corresponds to a thanks message, nor does he 
teach that this message is displayed after a photographing operation is accomplished. 

Ward et al. teach of displaying the words "transfer complete" on a display of the 
camera after a photographic operation is completed (Column 3, Lines 60-65). The 
word "thanks" or another word expressing gratitude can easily be substituted in for the 
words "transfer complete" upon the completion of an operation. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
a thanks message upon the completion of a photographing operation into Heiman 
because this lets the user know that an operation is completed. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 2 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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